








Primary School In Class Webinars

Brigid's Day Event

Join author Caroline Busher to explore the life of St. Brigid and learn more about the 
legend of 
Brigid’s cloak and the significance of Brigid’s cross.
31 January 2025, 10am to 11am
Book your place

Make Your Mark

Join artist and Creative Associate Laura Ní Fhlaibhín for an online workshop to explore all 
that drawing can be.
6 February 2025, 10am to 11am
Book your place

Origami Hearts

Join artist and Creative Associate Maev O’ Shea as students are guided though the creation 
of origami hearts. Write a love letter to creativity that can be stored inside the heart.

https://buytickets.at/creativeschools/1487824
https://buytickets.at/creativeschools/1487839


Post Primary Podcasting Callout 

We want to hear from 
students about how they 
will Make Their Mark for 
Creative February.
We are inviting post 
primary students to submit 
a podcast of 4-5 minutes 
on the topic How Will You 
Make You Mark?
Resources and details on 
submission will be on our 
Creative February page and 
Arts Council Social Media 
next week.



What young people like about school celebration events 



Creative Schools/Scoileanna Ildánacha 2025 opens 

for applications on 25th February with a deadline 

of 8th May 2025. Before applying, you must 

register your school/education centre as an 

“Organisation” through online services. 

Registration can take up to 5 business days to 

process, so please register as soon as possible. 

Email creativeschools@artscouncil.ie for further 

information.

Register here

mailto:creativeschools@artscouncil.ie
https://onlineservices.artscouncil.ie/Register.aspx


#creativefebruary

creativeschools@artscouncil.ie



Creative 
Classroom Ideas

Drop Everything and …

…sing, act, play, read out loud (take turns!) 

Helps if you have previously worked on a song 
together or a play or have read a novel 
together. 

Class discussions on Creativity

Moderated by either the teacher or a local 
artist. Lead off with open questions like;

• What is Art?

• What is Creativity?

• Are you Creative?

• Is Creativity important?

Use Concept Mapping to record their views 
and opinions.



Creative Classroom 
Ideas

Concept Mapping

Collaborative Concept Mapping is a great way for students to step away from 
their individual perspectives. Groups can do this to review previous work, or it 
can help them map ideas for projects and assignments. You can cover 
classroom walls with sticky notes and chart paper or photos. Like an incident 
room in a police station.

Count to 10/20/30

Students count up to 10 0r 20 or 30, one at a time with eyes closed. If two or 
more speak at the same time – they have to start again.

Quescussion

A standard class discussion but only questions are allowed (students call 
“Statement!” if someone slips up). Topics could be climate change, homework, 
politics etc.



Creative Classroom 
Ideas

Think-Pair-Share (TPD)

Teacher poses a question (e.g. Is Art necessary?), students first 
THINK to themselves prior to being instructed to discuss their 
response with a person sitting near them (PAIR). Finally, the 
groups SHARE out what they discussed with their partner to the 
entire class and discussion continues.

Think-Pair-RePair

In this twist on think-pair-share, pose an open-ended question to 
your class and ask students to come up with their best answer. 
Next, pair students up and get them to agree on a response. Get 
two pairs together, and the foursome needs to do the same thing. 
Continue until half the group goes head-to-head with the other 
half.



Creative 
Classroom Ideas

LEGO

Get as much Lego (or Duplo) as you can, 
from charity shops, parents etc. 
Preferably generic Lego and not a box 
that makes a specific thing like a 
spaceship. Put the class in groups, get 
them to respond to a theme of your 
choosing by creating a Lego Sculpture. 
When finished each group tours the 
other groups work, then place all the 
works on table/pedestals in the corridor 
for the whole school to enjoy. Place the 
group’s written descriptions on cards 
alongside their sculpture if they want to, 
but it’s not necessary!



Things To Do

Field Trips

Take the class on a field trip to a gallery or museum or even a local 
landmark. Ask them to take notes on how they feel about what they see. 
When back in the classroom ask them to recreate what they saw but with 
improvements. Can be drawn, written or even sung.

Invent a New Game

Class split into three or four groups. Each group must invent a new game 
that can be played in the classroom. They must work out the rules, rewards 
and penalties of forfeits. How does one win? They then teach the game to 
each other and get them to play it. 

Materials: balls, paper, markers, string, chalk (if outside), bats, netting etc.



Things To Do

Build a tower from scratch

In groups, students must look for anything they can find to build a tower from 
scratch. They will have 10 minutes to build the tallest tower possible. The 
group with the tallest, most stable tower wins!

Materials: Blocks, cards, pencils, empty boxes, and anything that students can 
use to build the tower.

Blind artist activity (can be related to class concepts or be random)

Pair students & place them in a position back-to-back. One will hold a picture & 
describe what the picture is, whereas the other student will have to draw an 
image according to the description. The picture and description can be related 
to a class concept to be used as a study tool or be completely random and just 
be used as a fun way for students to express their artistic side.

Materials: Paper, pencil, paint, markers, etc.



Things To Do

Create an advertisement

With a group, students will create an advertisement 
for a product or service idea that they have been 
working on or build off an existing brand! It could be 
anything from a TV advert, to a newspaper ad, or a 
social media campaign.

Materials: Recording devices, editing devices, design 
platforms, computer.

Make a Documentary

Students will create a documentary about the school 
or local community using iPad/tablet/phone cameras. 
Assign roles and jobs to each student e.g. writers, 
camera operator, director, presenters etc. 



Things To Do

Gallery

During Creative February have each class 
design a mural or a collage based on a 
given theme. Allocate a space within the 
school or the Community where you can 
hold an exhibition of the works. Invite 
parents, general public, local artists etc. 
to the exhibition. Perhaps ask a local 
well-known person to open the show!



Things To Do
Mask Making

Our emotions are not always easy to identify, acknowledge 
or accept because we might have a fixed idea regarding what 
a certain experience is or means. Mask-making can help free 
us from the mental and emotional clutter of self-judgment, 
allowing us to see what is at the heart of our perception –
and whether or not that perception is accurate or serving us 
well. It’s a superb activity for young people who may have 
difficulty interacting with others. 

Premade plastic face mask forms can be found at local or on-
line craft shops.

A dinner-size paper plate (a great children’s option) or a 
brown paper grocery bag can also be used to make a mask by 
cutting out holes for the eyes and mouth.

Ideas to explore: Create your own Superhero, favourite
animal, Space Alien…



Things To Do

Percussion

Percussion Workshops are always 
very popular in schools. From 
simple bells and drums to group 
glockenspiel to body percussion 
and movement. There are many 
practitioners who will design a 
course specifically for your class or 
even whole school.



Things To Do

Arts Festival

Many schools in the past have hosted Arts Weeks or an 
Arts Day during Creative February. This affords the 
students to show off the creative work they have been 
engaged in through; concerts, exhibitions, short 
sketches, readings etc. It’s also a good opportunity to 
engage artists to deliver workshops or demonstrations 
of their art form. You can invite people from outside 
the school to view and engage with the work. It has 
now become an annual staple on many school’s 
calendars.  


